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in order to effect their purpose. This they did, as it was
alleged by the Rajah with great violence and with acts of
disrespect towards his idol and zenana. The Governor-
General and Council ordered Colonel Ahmuty, who was
in Command of troops at Midnapore, to inarch a force of
sepoys against the sheriff's party and arrest them. He
did so. Attempts were made to attach the officer who
commanded the troops, as for a contempt, but the execution
of this process also was prevented by military force.
Finally actions were brought against Hastings and the
other members of Council individually by the plaintiff
in the action against the Rajah of Cossijurah. At first
they entered appearances, but when they saw the terms
of the plaint against them,, which showed that they were
sued for acts done in their public capacity they all
(except Barwell) caused their counsel to make a de-
claration in Court that they withdrew their appearances,
and that they would not submit to any process which
the Court might issue against them.

The only person who actually suffered in any way for
the part he took in the matter was Naylor, the attorney
of the Zemindar. He was required to answer interroga-
tories on the part he had taken in it and was committed
for contempt in refusing to answer, but it is not necessary
to go into this matter, nor to enter minutely into any of
the facts. Substantially the matter may be stated in two
words. The Council declared to all persons in Bengal
out of Calcutta that they need not take any notice of the
process of the Court, and that if the Court attempted to
enforce its process the Council would by an exertion of
military force prevent it from so doing.

The explanation of the measures taken by the Council
is simple. For a variety of reasons, most of which are
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